Grade 8 Sample Test Prompt

|deas & Content

People run for elected offices, from the President of the United Statesto class
officersin aschool. You are running for class president for your grade level.

Write an essay convincing your classmates that you are the best choice for president.

Y our writing should:
e Havean introduction, body, and conclusion.
e State reasons why you would make a good class president .

e Include details that support your reasons.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

IDEAS and CONTENT

6

The writing is exceptionally clear, focused and interesting.
It holds the reader’s attention throughout. Main ideas stand
out and are developed by strong support and rich details
suitable to audience and purpose. The writing is
characterized by

e clarity, focus, and control.

e mainidea(s) that stand out.

e supporting, relevant, carefully selected details; when
appropriate, use of resources provides strong, accurate,
credible support

e athorough, balanced, in-depth explanation/ exploration
of the topic; the writing makes connections and shares
insights.

e content and selected details that are well suited to
audience and purpose.

5

The writing is clear, focused and interesting. It
holds the reader’s attention. Main ideas stand out
and are developed by supporting details suitable to
audience and purpose. The writing is characterized
by

e clarity, focus, and control.

e main idea(s) that stand out.

e supporting, relevant, carefully selected detals;
when appropriate, use of resources provides
strong, accurate, credible support.

e athorough, balanced explanation/exploration
of the topic; the writing makes connections
and sharesinsights.

e content and selected details that are well-
suited to audience and purpose.

4

The writing is clear and focused. The reader can easily
understand the main ideas. Support is present, although it
may be limited or rather general. Thewritingis
characterized by

e aneadly identifiable purpose.

e clear mainidea(s)

e supporting details that are relevant, but may be overly
general or limited in places; when appropriate,
resources are used to provide accurate support.

e atopic that isexplored/explained, although
developmental details may occasionally be out of
bal ance with the main idea(s); some connections and
insights may be present.

e content and selected details that are relevant, but
perhaps not consistently well chosen for audience and
purpose.

3

The reader can understand the main ideas, although they
may be overly broad or ssimplistic, and the results may not
be effective. Supporting detail is often limited,
insubstantial, overly general, or occasionaly dightly off-
topic. The writing is characterized by

e aneadly identifiable purpose and main idea(s).

e predictable or overly-obvious main ideas or plot;
conclusions or main points seem to echo observations
heard elsewhere.

e support that is attempted; but developmental details
that are often limited in scope, uneven, somewhat off-
topic, predictable, or overly general.

e detailsthat may not be well-grounded in credible
resources; they may be based on clichés, stereotypes or
guestionable sources of information.

o difficulties when moving from general observationsto
specifics.

2

Main ideas and purpose are somewhat unclear or

development is attempted but minimal. The

writing is characterized by

e apurpose and main idea(s) that may require
extensive inferences by the reader.

e minima development; insufficient details.

e irrelevant detailsthat clutter the text.

e extensiverepetition of detail.

1

The writing lacks a central idea or purpose. The writing is

characterized by

e ideasthat are extremely limited or smply unclear.

e aftempts at development that are minimal or non-
existent; the paper istoo short to demonstrate the
development of anidea.
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 1

Nriting

Now write your final copy on the following two pages.

FINAL COPY
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Score point 1 -- Ideas are extremely limited. Attempts at development
areminimal. The paper istoo short to demonstrate the devel opment of

an idea.
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 2

Fiting

D!RECTIONS Now-write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Score point 2 -- Main ideas and purpose are somewhat unclear .
Development is attempted but minimal . The paper has insufficient details.
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 3A
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 3B

ting
FINAL COPY
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| Scorepoint 3 -- The paper has main ideas that are simplistic and
supporting detail is often limited, insubstantial, overly general . Details that
“| may not be well-grounded in credible resources, such as “security gards,”
“Do not poke anyone...,” and “a fun day.” Main points seem to echo

-| observations heard elsewhere.

D

Page 6
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 4A

riting

DlRECTmNS Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Grade 8 Writing ldeas & Content — Score Point 4B
driting—
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Scor e point 4 -- Writing is clear and focused. Supporting details are
relevant. The writer focuses on why he/she is the best choice with details
such as activities “...so we all can remember Junior Hi gh as one of the best
times we had.” The writer also shows some connections and insights, such

as “l want to hear from you as the students...”
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 5A

Mriting——
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 5B

Afriting
FINAL COPY
cah oy for servudnd oy weil deliver them, Thne money yaused
will e 0 towards molkirg uouruﬁe at sthool more Comfortasie,
| Feaﬂ Hhat T \ave all Hoe_charactevistics needed
40 e m president and vepresente-the eighrth grads class-
T O Ve oraamnd which (ovwmos in hfmdq < am punctual
and will be well prepared for 0dl mea-hnas T also do well in
schhool. T hove CowS(cu:?'wt Pﬁat ang ﬁKe odl iy LnorK Serously.
One of the wost imporinnt things Hwt T db isthetr T care
oloout ptner peoplé’s needs. T am willing o Listth 4o your
OIS omd T core olbosub yowl opinisn. T LiKe -fu elp others,
because oy helping Hem it makes me petd gaod,_and o a vy
nelps wme too.

Aside Svdm “the -‘Fﬁd’ Mot L tan contnbuif 4o e
schoot ‘ou obtaining e position of eiglith oradt class
oresdeh%-' ound posSSesS -Hao rwmr?d Q’UO.QA'HE , T gggﬁ ‘that I
can sewe usu and help you n all waus Tcon. T om o
leader ond T will go +to_certain mﬁasuyes 10 get your
voites Weard. T promise do put in eflork and be the best
oresident T can bel
' Atter heoving -Ahis, T want you to_reflect upon whet
= ‘aaid' Qng -He promists T will honor and Keep. T am
asking you 1p vole Jor ml, _pmr_(ﬂigw.—-h grads

class prtStdtPﬁ" T wiop't let uou dowhn!

Score point 5 -- The paper holds the reader’s attention. It is clear and
focused. Main ideas stand out. It offers a thorough, balanced

explanation/exploration off the topic. Content and selected details are
well-suited to audience and purpose. “I am willing to listen to your ;
concerns, and | care about your opinion.” )
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Grade 8 Writing ldeas & Content — Score Point 6A

Nriting
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & content — Score Point 6B

Mriting
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Scor e point 6 -- Writing is exceptionally clear. It holds the reader’s attention
throughout. Main ideas stand out and are devel oped by strong support
...Suitable to audience and purpose . The paper is balanced with rich details:
“good at voicing other people’s opinion” and “ Being class president isn’t just
atitle but aimost alifestyle...” Paragraph 5 is truly appropriate support for
the topic.
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